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Starting Points 

‘The Initiate’s Guide’ 

If you were initiated after 1
st

 January 2018 in a lodge in Berkshire, you should 

have received a copy of ‘The Initiate’s Guide’ directly from the Province. This 

single document will give you an authoritative and comprehensive introduction 

to Freemasonry and will enable you to discuss your membership with your 

family and friends and well as with your Personal Mentor. If you did not receive 

a copy, please contact the Provincial Grand Mentor.  

Your Ritual Book, Lewis Masonic (usually) 

Whichever ritual your Lodge uses make sure that you read the ritual book. If 

your lodge works Emulation ritual, you can buy editions limited to the First 

Degree and to the Second Degree – these will enable you to start 

understanding the ceremonies in more detail before you become a Master 

Mason when the full version is available to you. These ritual books must be the 

starting point of any understanding of Freemasonry and its principles and 

philosophy. All of the teaching and moral guidance will be found in them – and 

the ‘Lectures’ below – everything else is an interpretation by various authors, 

some more reliable than others. Make sure that you read all of the additional 

pieces of text even if they are not normally included in your Lodge's working. 

Supplement your reading with an exploration of the next book ... 

Our own QuickStart Guides to the Three Degrees 

You can ask your Personal Mentor for a copy of the QuickStart Guide for each 

degree ceremony as you progress. The guide for the First Degree or Ceremony 

of Initiation should have been given to you when you were initiated. Each 

guide will remind you of the ceremony you experienced and explain the key 

messages communicated by the ritual. 

'The Lectures of the Three Degrees of Craft Freemasonry', Lewis Masonic 

This book is arranged in the form of catechisms - the type of question and 

answer sessions that would have been used to prove knowledge before the 

ritual was committed to print. It is also based on Emulation workings so some 

of the details will be different to those found in other rituals. However, the 

explanations of the teaching and symbolism of the ritual in this book make it 

essential reading for everyone. It is broken down into sections relating to the 

three degrees. 
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The Peterborough Booklets - 'After the First Degree', 'After the Second Degree' 

and 'After the Third Degree', Lewis Masonic for QCCC Ltd 

These booklets are intended to be read just following each of the three 

degrees - the clue is in the name! 

The Provincial QuickStart Guides – various subjects, one at a time 

These guides are short documents designed to be used by proposers, 

preceptors and Personal Mentors to structure their discussions with the new  

mason from the time that he first expresses an interest in Freemasonry right 

through to after his Raising. They are available in PDF format on the Mentors’ 

section of the provincial web site. 

HARRISON, David (2013), 'A Quick Guide to Freemasonry', Hersham, Lewis 

Masonic. ISBN 978 0 85318 440 9 

A compact book but one with very useful contents. It has sections on ritual, 

history, protocol, symbolism and more, all in 96 pages. Dr Harrison has an 

academic background - he provides a bibliography and the text is fully 

annotated so if you want to follow up any line of enquiry and take it further 

you are given the means to do so. 

The Book of Constitutions, London, UGLE 

It should be obvious that it is in our interest to understand the rules by which 

we operate. They have, over many years, captured the best ways and, 

therefore, the required ways of doing things. In the first instance, you can 

concentrate on the section on ‘Private Lodges’ which, as the name suggests, 

deals with matters concerning our individual lodges. 

Information for the Guidance of Members of the Craft, London, UGLE 

This is the slim light blue booklet that is always sold with the Book of 

Constitutions (BoC). The Board of General Purposes recommends that a copy is 

given to every new member and to each newly installed master with the BoC. It 

contains a considerable amount of useful information on ‘points of procedure’ 

that expands on the BoC Rules and often provides answers about how we 

handle unusual situations. 

REDMAN, Graham (2009), ‘Masonic Etiquette Today: A Modern Guide to 

Masonic Protocol and Practice’, Hersham, Ian Allan Publishing ISBN 

9780853182979 

This book covers, in detail, all of the protocol and masonic procedures that 

you are likely to need. It is authoritative and definitive being written by the 
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former Assistant, now Deputy Grand Secretary. It deals with all aspects of 

masonry, both inside and outside the Lodge. There are chapters on subjects 

such as dress and regalia, membership, voting and elections, ranks and 

precedence, visiting and behaviour amongst others. 

Commentaries on the Three Degrees and the Ritual 

BARKER CRYER, Revd Neville (2008/2010), 'What Do You Know About Ritual - 

The Complete Mason's Commentary, Hersham, Lewis Masonic 

The Revd Neville Barker Cryer was a very well known and prominent mason 

who wrote many authoritative books on the Craft and other Orders. In this 

work he dissects each of the three degrees focusing on the significant learning 

points in the ritual and then goes on to explain the ceremony that completes 

the journey of pure and ancient Freemasonry – the Exaltation into the Royal 

Arch. 

REES, Julian, (2006), 'Making Light - A Handbook for Freemasons', Hersham, 

Lewis Masonic 

Julian Rees was the secretary of the Cornerstone Society, an organisation set 

up to promote the understanding of the Masonic Project by facilitating the 

study of the ritual. In this volume he deals with the symbolism of each of the 

degrees. He includes a glossary, a bibliography and the text is annotated with 

references and sources. 

REDMAN, Graham (2007), ‘Emulation Working Today’, Hersham, Ian Allan 

Publishing 

Graham Redman became the senior member of the committee of the 

Emulation Lodge of Improvement in 2002. This body is the ‘guardian’ of 

Emulation Ritual. Although the book is firmly rooted in this working, and sets 

out to amplify and clarify the ritual book, its description of the roles and 

responsibilities of each office and its general advice about preparing for and 

discharging each one is generally applicable. 
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Reliable Sources on the Origins and Historical Development of 

Freemasonry 

ÖNNERFORS, Andreas (2017) 'Freemasonry: A Very Short Introduction’ , 

Oxford, Oxford University Press. 

This is an excellent place to start if you are interested in the historical 

development of Freemasonry. Andreas Önnerfors was the Director of the 

Centre for Research into Freemasonry and Fraternalism in Sheffield University 

between 2008 and 2010. In the ‘Very Short Introduction’ format he provides a 

concise but wide-ranging description of the global development of 

Freemasonry and sets it in the changing social context of the 300 years of its 

existence. He addresses the sources and ideals of the Order as well as the 

difficulties it has encountered from totalitarian states and the ignorance and 

prejudices of its critics. The text is an easy read but there is an excellent 

appendix which gives further reading and other resources for those wishing to 

extend their researches. 

Widely available. 

STEVENSON, David (1988) 'The Origins of Freemasonry: Scotland's Century 

1590 - 1710', Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 

David Stevenson was Professor of Scottish History at the University of St 

Andrews when he wrote this book. He traces the origins of modern speculative 

Freemasonry back to roots in medieval Scotland citing the many and oldest 

extant records of Scottish operational masonic lodges. This is an exposition of 

the 'transitional' theory of origin that shows continuous links between these 

very earliest records and modern lodges in Scotland. The book is indexed, 

annotated with footnotes and includes a short bibliographic note indicating 

the primary and secondary sources used. David Stevenson is not a Freemason. 

In print and available from Amazon.co.uk 

STEWART, A. Trevor (2004) 'English Speculative Freemasonry: Some Possible 

Origins, Themes and Developments.', in Currie, P.H. (Ed) (2005) 'Ars Quatuor 

Coronatorum: The Transactions of Quatuor Coronati Lodge No 2076' London, 

The Council of Quatuor Coronati Correspondence Circle Limited. 

This is the full paper from which the Prestonian Lecture of 2004 was drawn. 

Trevor Stewart questions how an organisation which grew out of the frenzy of 

debate and radical enquiry of the Scottish and English Enlightenment could 

have become so conservative. The paper traces the origins of English 

Freemasonry and identifies two stages with clearly differentiated 

characteristics. He shows how the work of William Preston was seminal in 
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developing the system with which we are familiar today. This is an academic 

paper that demands careful reading and repays serious study. Trevor Stewart 

is a Past Master of the Quatuor Coronati Lodge No 2076. 

 

HAMIL, John (1994) 'The History of English Freemasonry', Addlestone, Lewis 

Masonic. 

John Hamil was the librarian and curator of the museum of the United Grand 

Lodge of England when he wrote this book. His position and his academic 

thoroughness makes this effectively the 'official' history of the UGLE. He 

favours the 'indirect' theory which proposes that it was gentlemen intellectuals 

in Enlightenment England who appropriated the forms and practices of the 

stonemasons’ guilds for their own purposes of social and moral development. 

The book is indexed, fully referenced and includes an extensive bibliography 

to assist the reader in further research. John Hamil is a senior Freemason. 

Out of print but available from Amazon third party sellers. 

 

HARRISON, David (2009) 'The Genesis of Freemasonry', Hersham, Lewis 

Masonic. 

Dr David Harrison is an historian and lecturer at Liverpool University who 

specialises in the history of Freemasonry. This is an exposition of what might 

be called a 'river' theory of development that proposes no single source or 

origin but rather a confluence of many separate streams of development at 

propitious times. The book is indexed, fully referenced and includes an 

extensive bibliography, giving both primary and secondary sources, to assist 

the reader in further research. David Harrison is a Freemason. The book is 

based on his doctoral thesis. 

Out of print but available from Amazon third party sellers 

 

COOPER, Robert L.D. (2006) 'The Rosslyn Hoax?: Viewing Rosslyn Chapel 

from a new perspective', Hersham, Lewis Masonic. 

Robert Cooper is the librarian of the Grand Lodge of Scotland and a very 

respected scholar and writer on masonic subjects. In this book he takes a 

forensic look at the evidence for connections between Scottish masonry, the 

Knights Templar and the Rosslyn Chapel. He shows that wishful thinking is no 

substitute for evidence. The book is indexed, fully referenced and has an 

extensive bibliography categorised as 'the theory of history', 'history' (i.e. 

properly referenced to primary sources), 'speculative history' (i.e. not 
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referencing sources) and 'other books - fiction'. Robert Cooper is a senior 

Freemason and is a Past Master of the Quatuor Coronati Lodge No 2076. 

Out of print but available from Amazon third party sellers 

 

COOPER, Robert L.D. (2011) 'The Red Triangle: A History of Anti-Masonry', 

Hersham, Lewis Masonic. 

In this book Robert Cooper investigates episodes of anti-masonry, often 

systematic and often accompanied by moral panic, from the 18th century 

through to the present day. It is interesting not only for its revelations of 

power struggles in society but because in his first chapter he gives a succinct 

history of the origins of Freemasonry. The book is indexed, fully annotated 

and has an extensive bibliography to assist in further research. 

In print and available from lewismasonic.co.uk 

For serious students of the history of Freemasonry the volumes of the 'Ars 

Quatuor Coronatorum: The Transactions of Quatuor Coronati Lodge No 2076' 

published by The Council of Quatuor Coronati Correspondence Circle Limited 

in London will provide a rich store of papers on a diverse range of topics. 

The Philosophical Bases of Freemasonry 

WILMSHURST, Walter L. (1927, 5th Edn / reprinted 1980) 'The Meaning of 

Masonry', New York, Gramercy Books 

Walter Wilmshurst was an English Freemason and a solicitor by profession. He 

wrote several books on Freemasonry but this is the best known. It comprises 

five extended essays on the symbolism and philosophy of masonry and 

addresses the meaning and purpose of both the Craft and the Royal Arch. If 

you want to understand the real purpose of Freemasonry, this is the book for 

you. Don't be put off by its age (it was first published in 1922). The kind of 

spiritual journey Wilmshurst deals with, towards self-knowledge and full co-

existence in and with a universal truth, is timeless. 

In print and available from Amazon.co.uk 
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DI BERNARDO, Giuliano (1989) 'Freemasonry and its Image of Man: A 

Philosophical Investigation', (Trans. Aston, Guy, and Di Bernado, Giuliano) 

Tunbridge Wells, Freestone 

Giuliano Di Bernado is an academic philosopher - amongst other appointments 

he was Professor of Philosophy at the Trento University, Italy. He sets an 

analysis of Freemasonry against the development of European philosophical 

traditions since the Enlightenment and examines its historical and current 

place in society and its present day relationship with religion, politics, science 

and the state. 

Available via abebooks.com 

Understanding the Symbolism of Freemasonry 

MOORE, Duncan (2009, 2010) 'A Guide to Masonic Symbolism', Hersham, 

Lewis Masonic. ISBN 978 0 85318 294 8 

If you only read one book on masonic symbolism, this should be it. In just over 

200 indexed and annotated pages Moore covers all of the symbols and 

symbolism encountered in the three degrees. If you wish to fully understand 

the purposes and teaching of the ritual then this is essential reading. 

Available from Amazon.co.uk 

DYER, Colin (1983) 'Symbolism in Craft Freemasonry', Shepperton, Lewis 

Masonic. 

One of the most respected sources on the origins and interpretation of the 

symbols used in Freemasonry. 

Available from Amazon.co.uk 

 

MacNULTY, W. Kirk (2006) 'Freemasonry: Symbols, Significance', London, 

Thames and Hudson 

This is a coffee-table book which is profusely and colourfully illustrated. It is, 

however, none the worse for that. Kirk MacNulty is a well-known and respected 

masonic author who writes with authority in an easily read style. 

In print and available from Amazon.co.uk 
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Our Traditions and Protocols in more detail 

CARR, Harry, and SMYTH, Frederick (1992) 'The Freemason at Work' 

Runnymede, Lewis Masonic. 

This is an encyclopaedic work that answers many questions about the origins 

of our customs and practices. 

In print and available from lewismasonic.co.uk 

WELLS, Roy, A. (1991) 'Understanding Freemasonry', Shepperton, Lewis 

Masonic 

 

Available from Amazon.co.uk 


