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Just as every Master of a private Lodge will have received, in the words of our Ritual, “the benefit of 

Installation the better to qualify him for the discharge of the duties of his important trust.” So our newly 

Installed Provincial Grand Master was also Installed in a ceremony containing many of the elements 

familiar to all installed masters. 

 

He took a solemn obligation in which he promised to zealously, faithfully and impartially discharge the 

duties of his high office to the best of his skill and ability. In common with every Master of a Lodge he 

promised to observe and enforce all the Laws, Regulations and Ordinances of the Grand Lodge, and in 

addition to uphold and preserve inviolate the Antient Charges, Landmarks and Usages of the Order.  
 

Now the Antient Charges are well known to most masons, as they are contained in the front of the Book of 

Constitutions and are also read to a Master Elect prior to his taking a similar Obligation. 

 

But the Landmarks of the Order are nowhere to be found in any document issued by Grand Lodge, even 

though every Master Elect, just like the Provincial Grand Master Designate, is required to attest that he will 

uphold and preserve them inviolate. 

 

So what are the Landmarks and how many are there. Masonic writers are not consistent on this point. In his  

Encyclopaedia of Freemasonry the American Freemason W.Bro. Albert Mackey lists twenty five 

Landmarks. But our own W.Bro. Harry Carr, author of the Freemason at Work, together with W.Bro. John 

Hamill the Director of Special projects at United Grand Lodge, as well a several other renowned Masonic 

authorities, have reduced these to just six. Which in brief are:  

 

• Belief in the Supreme Being. 

• The presence in our lodges of the three great lights, particularly the Volume of the Sacred Law. 

• The three great principles of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth. 

• The use of Ritual employing allegory and symbolism in our ceremonies. 

• The ban on the discussion of religion and politics. 

• The taking of an obligation to uphold the principles of Freemasonry. 

 

The reasoning behind retaining these 6 from the 25 listed by Albert Mackey, is that removing any more of 

them would materially alter Freemasonry forever, which is why they must be preserved without change. 

 

Finally in his obligation the Provincial Grand Master Designate further promises that he will obey all the 

lawful commands of the Most Worshipful the Grand Master and his Deputy. This has a resonance with the 

wording of the Patent of Appointment issued to the PGM Designate by the Grand Master, and which was 

read by the Provincial Secretary to the assembled Brethren at the commencement of the ceremony. 

 

The purpose of this was threefold: First it confirmed to the assembled Brethren that Right Worshipful 

Brother Anthony Charles Howlett-Bolton had the full trust and confidence of the Most Worshipful Grand 

Master, and that he would be acting with his full authority as Provincial Grand Master for Berkshire. 

 

Secondly it charged our Provincial Grand Master to ensure that every Member of Lodges in his Province 

keep all the Rules, Orders and Regulations contained in the Book of Constitutions, and that nothing is done 

contrary to these Rules and Regulations without first obtaining authorisation from the Grand Master or his 

Deputy. 

 



Thirdly it charged the Provincial Grand Master to hold a general meeting of his Provincial Grand Lodge 

once a year, and at this meeting he should promote whatever may be for the honour and advantage of 

Masonry and for the benefit of the Grand Charity. Also, that an account in writing of this meeting be 

forwarded to the Grand Master forthwith, together with lists of the new Lodges constituted in the Province 

with details of every member and the rules and regulations governing the new Lodge. 

 

This Patent of Appointment, like all Letters Patent issued by a higher authority, whether from a 

Government appointing an Ambassador, or from a Sovereign appointing a Peer of the Realm, is intended to 

transfer authority from the issuer of the Patent to the Recipient. The reading of it to an assembly makes sure 

that everyone understands what powers are being transferred and the limitations of those powers. 

 

But what exactly does Installation mean and where did the concept and practice come from. 

The word “Installation” has its roots in the Latin word “Stallum” meaning place, seat, or proper position, 

which meaning is preserved in the modern English word “stall.” To “install” therefore means to place in a 

seat or station, and in Masonry it is applied to the induction of one who has either been elected to an office, 

such as Master of a Lodge, or designated by the Grand Master as the Provincial Grand Master is. 

 

However here the similarity between the two ceremonies deviate, as there is no inner working associated 

with the Installation of a Provincial Grand Master, and after he has been Invested with his Chain of Office 

he is ceremonially placed in his Chair by the Installing Grand Officer. 

 

But the symbolism does exist in the design of the PGM’s Regalia, which is detailed in Rule 265 of the 

Book of Constitutions, the design of which dates from the union of the two Grand Lodges of the Antients 

and the Moderns in 1813. This Rule starts by describing the first badge we receive as an Entered 

Apprentice, a plain white lamb skin apron without any ornament.  

 

The Rule then takes us on a journey through subsequent designs of Lodge, Provincial Grand Lodge and 

Grand Lodge Aprons, all of which start with the words “The Same” followed by a description of the 

additional ornamentation at every stage, confirming that even the apron of the Most Worshipful The Grand 

Master is based on this same simple lamb-skin apron we received at our Initiation. 

 

The Provincial Grand Master’s full dress Apron is therefore similar to all Grand Officer’s Aprons but with 

the following additional ornamentation: 

 

In the centre on the white lamb-skin is a wreath embroidered in gold, comprising a sprig of acacia and an 

ear of corn encircling an emblem consisting of the Square and Compasses enclosing a five-pointed Star, 

and with the name of the Province embroidered above. This is the emblem of a Provincial or District Grand 

Master. 

 

The outside, broad, garter blue border of a Grand Officer’s Apron is, on the Provincial Grand Master’s 

Apron, embroidered in gold with representations of pomegranates and lotus flowers interspersed with 

leaves. All fringes being in Gold Bullion. 

 

The symbolism of the Pomegranate is well known to all Fellowcrafts as ornamentation on the chapiters of 

the two pillars at the porch way or entrance of the temple. But a Hebrew tradition also teaches that the 

pomegranate is a symbol of righteousness because it is said to have 613 seeds, which corresponds with the 

613 commandments in the Torah and represents fruitfulness, knowledge, learning and wisdom. 

 

However the symbolism of the Lotus Flower is more complex, having different meanings to Buddhists, 

Hindus and Ancient Egyptians, but being a member of the Lilly family to Masons it also appears first on 

the chapiters of the two pillars at the porch way or entrance of the temple, where the lilly-work, because of 

its whiteness, symbolises peace. 

 

The Lotus therefore, being symbolic of beauty, purity, peace and unity, is a most appropriate symbol of 

peace and unity for the Rulers of the new United Grand Lodge just after the union in 1813, and hence an 

excellent symbol to adorn the Aprons of the High Rulers of the Craft. 

 



However the Provincial Grand Master’s Regalia would not be complete without his Chain of Office. 

 

The pattern of all Grand Officer Chains are of the same pattern, the number of Stars designating the rank. 

The Grand Master and Pro Grand Master having eleven, the Deputy Grand Master and Assistant Grand 

Masters nine, Provincial and District Grand Master’s having seven stars all in gold or silver gilt. 

 

These Stars, which are all five pointed and contained within a wreath, are interspersed with rectangular 

pierced plates containing the letters PGM, and interlocked scrolls supporting the representation of an 

Orobus interwoven between them. 

 

The Orobus is an ancient symbol depicting a Snake with its tail in its mouth and can also be found on the 

Mark Mason’s Token Coin as well as the 18
th

 Degree Collar of the Ancient & Accepted Rite (Rose Croix). 

 

This symbolises the recurring nature of the Universe, and is to be found in many cultures around the world. 

It usually represents cycles or constant returning, infinity or eternity and completion. In fact it represents 

anything that goes around and around and is therefore a perfect emblem on the chain of an officer whose 

tenure is for a specific time only, before the Chain is passed to a successor, as it was at the Provincial 

Grand Master’s Installation last month. 

 

The Chain of Office is completed by the attachment of the jewel, which is the same design as the emblem 

on the apron, a Square and Compasses enclosing a five pointed star, enclosed within two circles bearing the 

name of the Province. 

 

Brethren, that completes this presentation on the meaning and symbolism of the Installation of our 

Provincial Grand Master which I hope you found instructive and entertaining. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


