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Consecration of the Berkshire Lodge of Enlightenment 30
th

 June 2017 

Brethren, it is normal at the consecration of a new lodge for the first master to give an outline of 

the purpose and direction of the lodge. I will do this now, rather than at the festive board because 

we have decided that speeches are going to be short or non-existent and there is no reply to 

visitors toast as we have adapted the Authors Lodge toast. 

As my friend Jonathan Tod said recently, it is so important to set the dynamic and intention of 

the lodge through words as although I have referred to this lodge as ‘Education Committee does 

masonic’ that is not the whole story. There is an important distinction.  

Before I set out our vision for this lodge, I need to put into context the creation of the Berkshire 

Masonic Education Committee (BMEC). In 1995, whilst RW Bro Digby Woods was Provincial 

Grand Master, a paper was prepared setting out the blueprint for the BMEC, looking at 

providing education for the brethren on technical courses.  

I know, because I’ve looked at most other provincial websites, that we have one of the most 

extensive education programmes already and we can proudly say that, as a Province, we are 

leaders in the field of masonic education. The non-consecrating honorary members we have 

proposed today are because we want to acknowledge their role in the Education Committee. 

Our objective in forming this lodge is to go beyond that programme and become leaders in the 

broader field of masonic education.  

Based on research undertaken by Masonic Focus Group and IDG we want to go where no other 

lodge has gone before in education terms. We are not talking about the 39 research lodges in the 

world (although we intend to establish links with Quattor Coronati and both visit the lodge and 

invite the Prestonian lecturers to address our meetings).   

We are talking about something less research based, more practical. 

For example, we often hear that Freemasonry ‘makes good men better’ but how do we do it? 

What does it mean? In the third degree we are told that the secret of a master mason is ‘light of a 

master mason is darkness visible’ but what does it mean?  

If it is to create in each of us a greater understanding of ourselves, how can we achieve that 

without a greater understanding of the symbolism contained in the ritual and the spiritual side of 

the craft? These, together with an exploration of esoteric aspects of the ritual will be part of our 

work. 

In addition, we know from the Focus Group work that brethren are keen to understand more 

about the history of the craft – not just its origins but about the people and places. For example, 

how many brethren know why the Flavell Suite and Ingham-Clarke Room are so called? Who 

remembers the history of the acquisition of Sindlesham and the move from Greyfriars Road? 

Again, these will be lectures. 

Looking to the future, the astute amongst you will have noticed that both the Grand 

Superintendent and his Deputy are members of the lodge. It is not co-incidental and we are 

intending to include the Royal Arch in our work. Indeed, we are thinking that we will establish a 

Chapter of Enlightenment when W Bro Ian Hopgood is WM in 4 years’ time. 

No introduction to the lodge could be complete without thanking a number of people. Those to 

be thanked are set out on page 12 of the order book and I will not repeat them However, there 



are three particular thanks I need to give. First is to publically thank Anthony Howlett-Bolton for 

his role in the creation of the lodge. It was his brainwave that unlocked the log-jam we had about 

how best to deliver those topics which are now going to be covered within this lodge. Thanks are 

also due to the choir for their magnificent contribution to the meeting and Grey Friars Lodge for 

being our sponsors.  

One last point. Many of you have asked me why we decided that the membership would be 

limited to 42. For some, the Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy will have already given the 

answer. For those not familiar with Douglas Adams’ book, you need to know that in it, 42 is 

regarded as the ‘answer to life, the universe and everything’. So perhaps all we need to do to 

make good men better is to read the book…. 

It is our intention that all collections we have at meetings will be donated to education projects. 

W. Bro. HH Judge Simon Oliver, Primus Worshipful Master 

 

 


