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Progress to our target 
 

 
 

 

The Festival Chairman 

We are fast 

approaching 

Christmas 

and the end 

of another 

year 

and, despite 

the trials and 

tribulations 

of Covid, 

your support 

is amazing. 

We have reached over 50% of the target set way 

back in May 2018: thank you for your generosity 

Since the start of the new Masonic Year, you 

have donated nearly £90,000 to the 2023 

Festival; a wonderful achievement and it shows 

the ethos and spirit of Freemasonry is very much 

alive in Berkshire.  

The largest contributor to our target is HMRC; 

gift aid accounts for nearly 7% of all monies 

raised. Please ensure you tick the gift aid box 
when you make donations and the MCF will 

carry on collecting it. 

I do not want to encourage you to make 

donations if you cannot afford it, but, if you want 

to donate some of the savings, you’re making 

from not attending meetings, they will be 

gratefully received.  Please use the MCF website 

but do include your Lodge number so it gets the 

benefit of your generosity. 

Since March, our masonic events have been 

severely curtailed. One effect of this, 

despite your fantastic performance, is that the 

festival appeal has fallen slightly below the 

radar.  To bring it back to the fore, I will be 

hosting a Berkshire 2023 Festival relaunch event 

in May next year.  We will let you know details 

closer to the date, however, it will include a 

presentation from the MCF who will show 

how are doing in Berkshire. 

One effect of the current crisis is either the 

cancellation or rearrangement of a number of our 

events. Unfortunately, this year’s Christmas 

party has been moved to 27th March 2021 rather 

than the end of this November.  The 2020 raffle 

will be drawn at that party. Dates for some of the 

2021 events are shown later in this newsletter. 

Your efforts so far have been superb, but we 

must not lose sight of our final target. Please 

keep up the good work and let us know of your 

achievements and events. 

Finally, I wish you and all your families a very 

happy and safe Festive season. 

 

Peter Sands 

Chairman of The Berkshire 2023 Festival 
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Lodge Awards 

 

 

 

News and Events 

Provincial themed facemasks 

 

Redesigned 2023 Festival Website 

New Berkshire 2023 Festival website 

 

2023 Festival events 

• Christmas party deferred 

• Three additional events for 

2021 

Lodge Awards 

As mentioned above, donations in this Masonic 

year are extraordinary. This is reflected in the 

number of lodges reaching honorific targets. 

Over a third of the lodges in the province are now 

either in the bronze or bronze and higher 

categories; a great achievement by all of you. 

As the September PGL was in held in curtailed 

form this year, the gold level awards were not 

made.  These will be carried over to the 2021 

PGL. The bronze and silver awards will be 

presented to lodges in their normal lodge 

meetings, the Bronze by their VLO and Silver by 

a member of the Provincial Executive. Due to 

lockdown, we are presenting these awards at 

virtual business meetings: this includes the Gold 

award presented by the PGM. 

News and 

events 

As very ably 

modelled by the 

PGM, we are 

producing a 

limited number 

Berkshire 

branded 

facemasks to help 

you conform to 

the latest Covid 

recommendations. 

 

We have secured a quantity of material that 

incorporates the design of the new Provincial tie 

– minus the stag logo – which is now tailored 

into reusable facemasks. We are very grateful to 

Linda Hitchen for all her efforts in both 

designing and making up these masks. 

There is a limited supply of these masks and to 

order them please use either the following email 

link of they will shortly be available on the 2023 

Festival website.  The cost of the mask is £9 

which includes postage and packing Provincial 

facemask 

The Berkshire 2023 Website has had a make-

over and other improvements to make it more 

reactive.  It is now live and be accessed either 

from the Provincial Website of using this link. 

New Berkshire 2023 Festival website 

Our events calendar is suffering due to the 

current virus restrictions, but we are not standing 

still.  This year’s Christmas party is now 

scheduled to take place on 27th March 2021. 

Subject to the Covid restrictions, the Events 

team plan for other events in 2021 is: 

 17th April 2021 - Spring Event 

 8th August 2021 - Summer event 

 16th October 2021 – Oktoberfest 

These events will be held at Sindlesham and 

further details will be on the 2023 Festival 

Website.  If you are running your own lodge 

events and want help and support, please let 

Luke Smith know: 2023 Festival Events 

Bronze Silver Gold

Masonic year 18/19 7 1 0

Masonic year 19/20 21 8 2

Masonic year 20/21 8 4 1

36 13 3

http://www.berks2023.org/
mailto:2023Events1@berkspgl.org.uk
mailto:2023Events1@berkspgl.org.uk
http://www.berks2023.org/
mailto:2023events@berkspgl.org.uk
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What are we raising money for? 

 

 

Some useful links 

 

MCF website 

 

MCF YouTube 

 

Support for Freemasons 

 0800 035 60 90 
 Help e mail 

 

Donate to our festival – changes to the 

MCF website for donating to events 

Festival donations 

Finally, once we are allowed to meet again, 

please don’t forget Sunday lunch at Sindlesham.  

It’s a gaining a great reputation and look at THE 

FLAVELL 

The Masonic Charitable Foundation 

The MCF is our charity, funded entirely by 

donations from Freemasons to build better lives 

by encouraging opportunity, promoting 

independence and improving wellbeing. 

What is key from the above statement is that the 

MCF is funded by you and your families and one 

of the most important sources of funds for it are 

the Festivals run by Masonic Provinces. 

Normally, four provinces a year enter a five year 

festival cycle: in the 2023 cohort apart from our 

Province, Cambridgeshire, Devonshire and 

Warwickshire have Festivals ending in 2023. 

The MCF is a grant giving charity with the 

majority of its grants going to help Freemasons 

and their families, including supporting the 

Masonic Care homes throughout England 

Wales. In addition, the MCF is. Significant 

contributor to non-Masonic charities, including 

relief appeals both in the UK and overseas. 

 

What is not well known is the fact it makes 

substantial grants to medical research efforts. 

For example, it helps support research into 

Alzheimer’s, Arthritis, Motor Neurone Disease 

and Prostate Cancer. 

Apart from making your generous donations via 

your lodge, some of you have been organising 

events that have used the MCF website to 

support donations.  The MCF used a platform 

called everydayhero to support these events.  

This platform has closed and the MCF has 

transitioned everything onto a new platform: Just 

Giving. 

If you has set up a page using everydayhero, this 

unfortunately cannot be moved across to the 

JustGiving platform. You will need to set up a 

new page and below are some simple guidelines 

to help 

Simply search for their festival Relief Chest and 

follow the steps to set up the new fundraising 

page. Don’t worry! Monies already raised 

through the everydayhero 

page will automatically go into the Relief Chest 

Scheme. 

Once they have set up the new JustGiving page 

they can add the amount they have already raised 

as an offline amount to the new JustGiving page, 

so supporters can still see the total raised to date.  

Further instructions and a step by step guide can 

be found by visiting: Festivals and JustGiving . 

Or call 020 3146 3319 

https://mcf.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLXhWHJahsX7OvHt9V7LuIT06tbb6eMzMw
https://mcf.org.uk/get-support/freemasons-and-families/
mailto:help@mcf.org.uk
https://mcf.org.uk/support-our-work/festivals/?lm-page=1
https://theflavell.co.uk/
https://theflavell.co.uk/
https://masoniccharitablefoundation.cmail19.com/t/t-l-xdijlht-skytujtjd-y/
http://mcf.org.uk/support-our-work/festivals
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Where are donations going in 

Berkshire? 

• Reading Community Welfare 

Rights donation 

• Berkshire Community 

Foundation donation 

Where are donations going in 

Berkshire 

Both the MCF and our own Provincial Charity, 

The Berkshire Masonic Charity, our making 

significant grants to local charities.  Two great 

examples are those to the Berkshire Community 

Welfare rights and the Berkshire Community 

Foundation 

The donation to Reading Community Welfare 

Rights Unit helped purchase new IT kit and 

supported their case workers.  Here are some 

extracts from their letter thanking the Province: 

Thanks to you and 
other generous 
organisations we have 
the kit we needed    

We were able to 
directly assist 17 
vulnerable claimants at 
these surgeries, mainly 
presenting with complex needs. There is a 
case study attached for your interest. This 
Lady, in her 70’s, may not have been helped 
without your support.  

In total, between May and August, you 
helped us to support 110 people and win 
benefit payments of £209,813 -   £80,000 of 
which related to particularly vulnerable 
claimants needing our help to make a claim 
or to appeal an unfair decision against them!  

The donation to the Berkshire Community 

Foundation helped them support the provision of 

local service support. The use made of it is 

described in the thankyou letter from them: 

Fifi's Vision is a special 
educational needs and 
disabilities support group 
holding weekly groups at 
the Weller Community 
Centre in Caversham 
giving support and advice 
to parents and organising activities such as 
art therapy.  A small grant supported their 
outreach work during lockdown. 
 
The Silver’s Workshop supports long-term 
unemployed people, people with mental 
health issues and people with disabilities in 
Reading A small grant helped them purchase 
access to the Zoom video conference system 
allowing them to 'meet' on a regular basis to 
combat the social isolation they were all 
experiencing in lockdown.  
www.thesilversworkshop.org.uk 

 

The full letters are included on the 2023 Festival 

website.  If your lodge makes a donation and 

receives information on how it was used and you 

want to publish it, send a copy to  2023 Festival 

Comms 

http://www.thesilversworkshop.org.uk/
mailto:2023comms@berkspgl.org.uk
mailto:2023comms@berkspgl.org.uk

